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By Arun Kumar Das/TNN

New Dolhi: Yot another tiger sanctu-
ary appears headed the Sariska way
Thouh officlally there are 101 tigers
in Orissa's Simlipal reserve. sight-
ings have dropped to five this year
raksing fears of largescale poaching
in the stade’s largest tger sanctunry.
Not only are fewer tigers visible,
villagors i complain-

a il
ing about cattle kiils by the jungle [

cats. There are 64 villages with 4 lnkh
residents in the areas surrounding

Simlipal and 12.000 people ve inside B

the sanctuary ares.

Apart from tigers, the 2.750-sq-km
sanctuary is home to 127 leopards, 465
elephants and hundreds of bison,
barking deer; sambar and wild boars.

Park records say there were 13 tiger
sightings in 2005 The figure dropped
107 in 2004

Jitendra Kumar, district forest offi-
oo, Baripada, who is also in-charge of
Simlipal, inslsts low sightings don't
translate to fewer Ugers.

“Because i ks a different torrain
here. There are seven rivers prssing
through the forest and about 500 wa-
ter bodies and falls in the forest.
There ks no shortage ?

lways in hurry
ct

kg in the forest.™
tting the umes=*

ma

Visitors, Kumar sivs, don't have Wil
the patlence (o wait for tigers as they
are

15 ORISSA'S SIMLIPAL RESERVE
partment official said lack of cattle
kills was intrigning and hoped new
sophisticated census methods would
be more sccurate.

In the case of Sariska and
Ranthambore, two of the more im-
partant tiger reserves in India, previ-
ntis census reports wers elther found
1o be exnggorated or complotely
W Riswajit Mohanty of the

(l Society of Orissa, which
monitors the Simlipal thger populs
thom, says claims of the suthorities
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